St. Stephen's Lutheran Church

Mission Statement:

St. Stephen's is a community where
people come to know Jesus Christ, share
his love with each other, and are
ambassadors for Christ to their world.
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Lent at St. Stephen's

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 17th, with a series of special services:
"By His Stripes: Healing Wounded Relationships". Christianity is about relationships:

every Wednesday evening at 7:00 pm through March 24th.

dessert to share, and join in this time of fellowship.

~ [en[en our relationship with God and our relationships with others. Follow Christ along his
SU PrS Lenten way and discover how he reclaims us and all our relationships in this
- Dp exciting, topical, hard-hitting series of services for Lent. The series will continue

Starting Wednesday, February 24th, we will begin with a Potluck Soup Supper at
6:00 pm in the lower level. We will continue with the soup suppers every
Wednesday evening through March 24th. Bring a pot of soup, bread and butter, or a

‘You are the Light of the WOrIt’ 1. iomson stewarashin ream ministry teaer

Just imagine a light shining brightly. It illuminates the darkness. You are the
light - shining in the world. Let your light shine - reach out to those needing a
helping hand; to those who don't know the love of Jesus; and to those who are
hurting. Be the light of Jesus as compassion shines out in acts of kindness.
When we let our light shine the Holy Spirit works in us. You bring glory to God,
and what joy you will have.

With God's help the "You are the Light of the World" theme will help us to live
more fully and to help us be God's light in the lives of our neighbors. The world
is a needy, seedy, and weedy place. God's light can make a difference.

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 17th. Imagine coming into church for
Ash Wednesday services in total darkness. During this time of Lent, immerse
yourself in God's word, equip yourself through prayer, and prepare yourself to
shine. The mid-week Soup Suppers and Lenten services feed the body and the
soul. Come, join in worship this Lent, because wounded, broken, weary people
are stumbling around in the darkness of the world. And as Jesus said, "You are
the light of the world."

Jesus did not say, "You are to be the light for the church." He did not say,
"When you come to church, turn on your light. NO. When you leave this church
and get in your car and drive out of the parking lot and into your
neighborhoods, schools, and workplaces, let your light shine for Jesus Christ.

Remember the song, "This Little Light of Mine"? | remember as a kid we would
shout, "NO!" | pray that loud "NO" is heard throughout the church, the
neighborhood, and the world.

“This Little Light of Mine”
by Harry Dixon Loes
circa 1920

This little light o’ mine,

I'm gonna let it shine.

This little light o’ mine,

I'm gonna let it shine.

Let it shine, let it shine,
Let it shine.

Hide it under a bushel, NO!
I'm gonna let it shine.
Hide it under a bushel, NO!
I'm gonna let it shine.
Let it shine, let it shine,
Let it shine.



Lutheran World Relief is collecting health kits, quilts and school kits to bring relief and
comfort to the people of Haiti and around the world. A collection site has been set up at
the Urban Servant Corp office in Denver, 1660 Ogden St. Please call before bringing
your donations: 303-894-0076. For information on donating quilts and kits, please visit
www.lwr.org, and click on the “Be Involved” button.

You may also text LWR to 40579 to make a $10 donation to Haiti relief efforts.

RELIEF

Another option for giving is through the ELCA Disaster Response. Leave a check in

the offering plate at church, or send a check directly to: ELCA Disaster Response, P.O.
Box 71764, Chicago, IL 60694-1764.

To date, St. Stephen's has . . . . L .
i q $700 f To give by credit card or for further information, visit www.elca.org/disaster or call 1-
collected over or 800-638-3522. 100% of your gift will be immediately forwarded to ELCA Disaster
Haiti relief efforts. Response.

Together we are making a
g g The ELCA Disaster Response also has prayer and study resources that you might find

difference!

helpful at the web address mentioned above.

Human Trafficking - It Must be Stopped

Human trafficking, the second largest and fastest growing illegal trade in the world, is modern
day slavery. People are in bondage through fraud, force, or coercion. People are taking
notice of trafficking and are mobilizing to fight this destructive, pervasive criminal industry. St.
Stephen's will focus on the issue this year under the leadership of Colleen Campbell.

e 12.3-27 million people are trafficked worldwide

e $32 billion is the total market value of illegal human trafficking

e  70-80% of human trafficking victims are women and girls

The ELCA Justice for Women program offers resources on commercial sexual exploitation, violence against
women and more.

The Women of the ELCA (WELCA) resolve to provide information and promote resources that help combat
commercial sexual exploitation domestically and globally. For more information see the WELCA website:
www.womenoftheelca.org.

Please call Colleen Campbell (303-993-2522) and ask, "What can | do to help?" And visit
www.facebook.com/womenoftheELCA and join in the conversation.

Bold Women's Day - February 28th

Lutheran women who act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ are everywhere and come from all walks of life.
Some are professionals with careers. Some are homemakers and caregivers. Most volunteer many hours
for both their church and community. Some are bold in visible ways while others are bold in quiet yet strong
ways.

Bold Women's Day celebrates all the Lutheran women and the many and diverse ways in which we act
boldly on our faith in Jesus Christ. You - individually and collectively in your congregation - are invited to
celebrate Bold Women's Day on February 28, 2010. Take time out on this day to honor the bold women in
your life.
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God's work. Our hands.

2010 Faith Advocacy Day

Please mark your calendar and register TODAY for the 2010 Faith Advocacy Day, which will be held on
Monday, February 15th (President’s Day) from 9:00 am until 2:00 pm at the Colorado History Museum,
1300 Broadway.

This year’s theme is Budgetary Apocalypse, with speakers looking at the cuts that have been made to
Colorado’s budget and the impacts they’ve had on Colorado’s vulnerable populations.

The event is jointly sponsored by Lutheran Advocacy Ministries in partnership with the Episcopal
Diocesan Jubilee Office and Voices for Justice, a faith-based advocacy organization. This annual event is
a wonderful opportunity for Lutherans and others to become more familiar with some of the issues
confronting people living in poverty in Colorado.

This year also features a breakfast with Bishop Allan Bjornberg discussing “Advocacy as Evangelism”
starting at 8:00 am.

For more information or to register, visit www.lam-co.org, or pick up a brochure in the narthex on the table
outside Pastor’s office.

On Friday, February 26th at 8:00 pm, Amy Grant will be in concert at The
Paramount Theatre, 1621 Glenarm Place, Denver, 80202, to benefit Lutheran
Family Services of Colorado. Tickets to this fundraising event may be purchased at
www.Ifsco.org, or www.tickethorse.com, or by calling 1-866-461-6556.

You may also purchase tickets at the Paramount Box Office, The Pepsi Center, or
Dick's Sporting Goods Park. Ticket prices range from $40 to $150. There are
limited tickets available for $150 which also include a dessert reception with Amy
Grant. The event is sponsored by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.

Angel Tree Program

| am delighted to thank you on behalf of Lutheran Family Services of Colorado for your contributions to our
Angel Tree Program. Your generous contribution of gifts and gift cards helped to provide over 1500 gifts for
refugee, foster care, and senior clients. | wish to offer a special thank you to those who coordinated this
program for St. Stephen's and delivered the gifts to our office. | greatly appreciate your support of our efforts
to serve those in need with these gifts. Your generosity and partnership allow LFS to live its mission with
those we serve.

Sincerely,
James Barclay, President & CEO
Lutheran Family Services of Colorado

New Beginnings Church - You're Invited!

The New Beginnings Church of the Denver Women's Correctional Facility is now worshiping on the outside
too. Worship with Pastor Emily at 6:30 pm on the third Thursday of every month at Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church in Littleton (6322 South Lakeview Street, at the corner of Caley and Lakeview - seven
blocks west of Broadway on Caley). For more information contact Holy Trinity Lutheran Church at 303-798-
1356, or Kathy at Our Savior's Lutheran Church at 303-831-7023. Come and join us!

In January St. Stephen's hosted a pillow drive for Shiloh Home, Inc.
Over 30 pillows were collected.
Thank you for your support of the community in need!




Valentine's Spaghetti Dinner & Talent Show

Mark your calendars for Saturday, February 13th for dinner at 6:00 pm
and a variety show at 7:00 pm. The Youth Group, MOPS and members of
the Men's Group are coming together to continue this important tradition
of the St. Stephen's community. All are welcome to attend this FAMILY
event, so bring your family, friends, neighbors, coworkers, etc.

&

Advance ticket prices are a suggested donation of $10 for age 13 and
\ older, and $5 for ages 3-12. Children 2 and under are free. The maximum
) Valentme family price is $25. Ticket prices will be slightly higher at the door, so get

. them early!
Dinner & Show | - o
Questions? Contact Vicki Padilla at 303-452-7877 or see Briana Pierce.

Senior Luncheon Men's Breakfast

Please join us for our potluck . ﬁ o The next Men's Ministry

S AV T H
Lot a1 12:3 pm Allson 1@ P Sarurday. February 200 a
Carver, a Senior Program oy B oy 8:00 am. Our guest will be Todd
Specialist from AARP Elder \ - Little from the Rocky Mountain
Watch in partnership with the v K Synod.
Colorado Attorney General’s 1 Lt AT
office, will present “Play it Safe; FCHOWShlp DVICH'IS We had 21 men gather at our

last breakfast - thanks to all who

How to Protect Yourself from .
participated!

Consumer Fraud”.

Join us at the Estes Park YMCA the weekend of March 5th & 6th for

our Winter Retreat. “Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World” is this
" 'I' hr year’'s theme. We will conclude with a discussion on finding our God-
WJ"TEH K‘ given talents and how we can best use them to serve God.
The cost is $40 for three meals, accommodations at the Wind River
md Lodge, and a meeting room. “Retreat-ships” are available.

A sign-up is posted on the Women’s Ministry bulletin board. Please call
Karen Shifty with questions or for further information at 303-469-0663.

Lutheran Marriage Encounter is sponsoring a Romantic Dinner on Saturday, March 13th at 6:30 pm. The
dinner will be held at Lord of the Hills Lutheran Church, which is located at 21755 East Smoky Hill Road in
Centennial. You and your spouse are cordially invited to attend. Come and enjoy a wonderful dinner and get
a taste of a Marriage Encounter Weekend. Childcare will be provided. Space is limited and an RSVP is
required, so contact us soon. Hope to see you there! Contact John & Jennifer Pettinger at 303-969-9613 or
Bud & Cindy Amack at 303-796-9119 to RSVP.



Alicia Copeland, Director: 303-929-1559 or agcope@yahoo.com

Dale Domben, Council Liaison: 303-428-4042 or dale.domben@yahoo.com

Children’s Ministry is lifted this month. Your prayers are requested and your involvement is invited.

Here at St. Stephen’s we have five major children’s ministry programs: Sunday School, Toddler's Room,
Children’s Church, Vacation Bible School, and Confirmation classes. With your help, these programs bring
the message of Jesus’ love to our children.

Sunday School: Our Sunday School is currently comprised of three classes. We pray that we grow and this
number doubles. The younger children are using a learning lab approach to teaching Bible truths through
the “Hands On Bible” curriculum, and older children are using the more intense “Bible Max” curriculum. We
need people to teach or to help the teachers with a specific age group. Curriculum materials are provided
and teachers are asked to look over the materials and be familiar with the lessons. Not available each
Sunday? No problem. You can “job share” on alternate Sundays. If your heart is helping children learn about
Jesus, then volunteering in the Sunday school program is for you.

Chi | dr e n 6 sChil@ranis Cleutch is during the second half of the 10:30 am service. The children are
invited down to the Sunday School area for songs and activities that will enhance their understanding of
what is being taught in the worship service. Currently, we are using the SPK curriculum for children’s church.
We are looking for teams of two to three people to lead Children’s Church one Sunday each month.
Materials and plans will be provided to the teams the Sunday prior to their commitment so they may prepare.
Children’s church consists of Bible memory work, singing praise songs, and discussing the scripture lesson
for the week. If you can commit to one Sunday a month then this area of service is for you.

Todd!l er 6 sSt. Bepbenis Toddler Room is in the lower level and provides childcare for parents who
are in worship or Sunday School. We are looking for a once-a-month commitment. This is an opportunity for
those who are veteran parents to share their experience while newer parents are in worship. If you love
toddlers, this is the area of service for you!

Vacation Bible School: St. Stephens has had success with both day and evening versions of Vacation
Bible School. This year’'s program has not been determined yet, but we are looking for folks who are willing
to work! A commitment to work in VBS will enable you to serve a short-term commitment and get a taste of
children’s ministry. Teachers are provided with materials and lesson plans. The commitment is for five
consecutive days as well as a pre-Bible School training session for all workers. If you would like to serve in
children’s ministries, but are swamped during the fall, winter, and spring, Vacation Bible School is the place
for you!

Confirmation Class: Adventure Confirmation class is for students who are currently in 7th grade or older,
who have not yet confirmed their faith. This class is led by Pastor Jim one Saturday each month for
confirmation students and their parents. This class begins in the fall and continues through the spring each
year.

RETREAT!
A mini-retreat for all who are interested in working with children’s ministries is scheduled for February 28"
after second service. Whether or not you are ready to say “yes”, come to the retreat. It will be an amazing
time of collaboration and planning! God has WONDERFUL THINGS waiting for our children’s ministry! You
won’t want to miss it! Please contact Alicia Copeland or Dale Domben if you'd like to attend.

The kids had a great time doing a 3-day “urban plunge”
downtown in January with the youth group from St. John’s
Lutheran Church in Thornton. They learned about poverty and
helped distribute food to those in need. The next meeting will
be Saturday, February 27th. Meet at the church at 9:00 am.
Hopefully we'll eat at the Cheesecake Factory afterward, if it
isn’t as busy as it was in December!




Youth - Briana Pierce

My name is Briana Pierce and | am going to be heading up the Youth programming for 2010. | am
trying to put together a group that will meet once a month to talk about different ways to rebuild
our youth program and also to come up with some activities that our youth can participate in. We
will also focus on how they can become more involved in our community and our church. | would
love to have a couple of high school students along with two adult volunteers to get this group
started. If you're interested please call me at 303-916-6486, or emaill me at
bcpiercechildeye@yahoo.com.

Fellowship Task Force & Congregational Life - Karen Shifty

This task force includes fellowship activities. First up this year are the Lenten Soup Suppers. We
also have a potluck or two; possibly a picnic; receptions for new members, graduates,
confirmands, and more. Help is needed to organize and set up for events, as well as clean up
afterwards. | would love to have a team who is willing to help come up with new ideas. If this
sounds like something you'd enjoy, give me a call at 303-469-0663.

Evangelism Ministry Team - Tami Rash

As part of my roll on council, | am the responsible liaison between council and the Evangelism
Ministry Team. The team's mission is to stimulate and lead all members of the congregation in a
continuous effort to reawaken faith, and to reach others who have not yet received Christ and
bring them to Christ's church. The Evangelism Ministry Team is also responsible for advertising
and special evangelism events.

If you have a heart for helping us reach the un-churched in our community and have ideas about
how we can bring others to the Lord, we would love to have you as part of our team. We will meet
for one or two hours once a month, so the time commitment is minimal. | would like to have a
committee of five or six of us so we can generate some great ideas. If you're interested in joining
the Evangelism Ministry Team, please call me at 303-252-0531 or 303-847-7966.

Call Committee Update

The Call Committee has begun interviewing candidates. We continue to work with the Rocky
Mountain Synod of the ELCA to source those candidates who best meet our profile and our
congregational needs. We look forward to the continuation of the interviewing process, and will
provide regular updates in the bulletin and newsletter. As always, feel free to contact any Call
Committee member, or send an email to sslucall@yahoo.com. May God bless you!

Al Campbell, David Burke, Vicki Padilla, Pat Peterson, Jim Poland & Ed Sears



Grocery Card Program

How will buying Groceries help St. Stephen’'s
Lutheran Church?
St. Stephen's for many years has been selling grocery
cards as a fundraiser.

(N

Why not use the grocery cards to buy groceries
for your family?
For the next three months, the funds raised from the sale
of the certificates will be deposited in the Ministry
(general) Fund of St. Stephen's.

-
-
-
-
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You may purchase King Soopers & Safeway cards on
Sunday mornings. You may also pick up an Albertsons key fob. You'll find someone at the desk
by the front door.

The cards you purchase are worth their face value. You buy $50.00 and you can spend $50.00,
and the church receives a percentage. King Soopers donates 5% of the card's face value while
Safeway donates 3%. Albertsons will scan your key fob then donate 1%. This is FREE MONEY
to the church.

Present your card for payment at register, and the amount of your purchase is deducted from the
card. The remaining card balance will appear on your sales receipt. You can treat the card like
cash. Your name does not appear on the card. You may use it yourself or give it to anyone you
choose. As long as value remains on the card it never expires.

If you purchased a $100 King Soopers card each week for the next 12 weeks, it would be like
putting another $60.00 in the offering plate. If 75 people purchased a card each week for the next
12 weeks, it would like putting $4,500.00 in the plate.

So....you can earn money for the church without spending an extra dime! What could be easier?
You have to eat, don’t you? You buy groceries. Why not patronize the stores that give back --
King Soopers, Safeway and Albertsons!

Program Update

Having achieved our recent financial goal, we have ordered a protective door for the lower level
table and chair area, plus storage units for the nursery. Upcoming profits will support the general
fund.

Please let the office know if you have a church activity scheduled that isn’t listed on the
calendar so that we can avoid any schedule conflicts. If you would like to use the building for a
non-church-related activity, please call the office and request a building use form. The sooner
we know of your request, the better your chances are for reserving the building. Thanks for your
help!



February 1st:
February 3rd:
February 4th:
February 5th:
February 7th:

February 9th:

February 10th:
February 13th:
February 14th:
February 18th:
February 20th:
February 21st:
February 24th:

Happy Anniversary!

February 24th: Bill & Lenore Whiting

Happy Birthday!

Raegan Ehde, Andrea Pierce
Scott Huffer

Madeline Scholl

Kayleigh Arnold, Richard Trujillo
Alicia Copeland, Julia DePaolo,
Charles Winston

Bruce Lentz

Sarah Zimmerman

Cathy Heine, Russ Skillings

February

BIRTHDAYS

Joshua DePaolo
Kara Sargent
Makena Diehl
Grace Burke

Gale Crosier
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From ELCA NEWS SERVICE January 18, 2010

Ben Larson, age 25, is thought to have lost his life in the Haiti earthquake. His wife,

Renee, along with Jonathan Larson (Ben's Cousin), escaped from a crumbling building at St. Joseph Home
for Boys. The three senior students at Wartburg Seminary, Dubuque, lowa, went to Haiti to teach Lutheran
theology to members and pastors of the Lutheran church during the seminary's January term. Ben Larson's
parents are the Rev. April Ulring Larson, senior pastor of First Lutheran Church, Duluth, and former bishop
of the ELCA LaCrosse (Wis.) Area Synod, and the Rev. Judd W. Larson, retired and serving as an interim at
Our Saviors Lutheran Church, Duluth. Renee Larson (Ben’s wife) served as an Urban Servant Corp
volunteer in Denver prior to attending seminary. Please keep Ben's family in your prayers.

St Stephen's Lutheran Church |
10828 North Huron Street
Northglenn, CO 80234
303-452-5469
EMAIL: saintstephens@hotmail.com |

We're on the web!
Visit us at:
www.sslu.org

If you prefer to have the Rambler mailed to your home address, please contact the church office.



