
 

January 2010     Editors Jan Johnson & Sara Burchard 

The issue of The Rambler is dedicated to the memory of Pastor Robert L. Sieckman 

(February 10, 1937 – December 12, 2009) who served this congregation from October 1967 to May 1994.   
It was for his Hornet Rambler that this newsletter was named.   

Pastor Sieckman drove many miles in that ol’ Rambler. We thank God for his witness. He is missed. 

 

What do We have in Common with Beagles? 

“Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing 

every disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like 

sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.   Ask the Lord of the harvest, 

therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field."   Matthew 9:35-38 (NIV) 

I have beagles – two of them. Betty Sue and Billy Bob. They certainly enjoy all the creature comforts any four-

legged-furry-friend could want. On these cold snowy days of late, they prefer to stay in the house where it is 

warm. They feel safe and secure indoors with each other and their two-legged-parents.  But we know that God 

didn’t make beagles to live indoors. God didn’t make beagles to live their lives behind closed doors.   

( Cont'd. on page 2 ) 

When the snow falls you 

know that the date of 

Women’s Winter Retreat 

is rapidly approaching.   

March 5 –6 are the dates 

for the retreat at the 

Estes Park YMCA.    

 

 

“Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World” is this 

year’s theme. You can be assured that it will be as 

meaningful and spiritually uplifting as programs in the 

past.  If you have questions, please call Karen Shifty at 

303-469-0663. All women and their guests are invited.  

It just won’t be the same if you're not there, so reserve 

the date. The cost is $40 for three meals, 

accommodations and a meeting room. “Retreat-ships” 

are available. Sign up on the Women’s Ministry bulletin 

board. 

Youth Group has Changed Meeting Time 

 

Youth Group has changed its weekly gatherings 

to Sunday nights, 6:30pm to 8:30pm.   

 

In January, we are looking at going on a Junior 

High Retreat, and possibly doing an event like 

Jump Street (by popular vote). 

 

We closed the year with our annual Christmas 

party.  What a celebration! Everyone 

participated in a White Elephant gift exchange,  

and we made yummy gingerbread houses.  In 

November, the youth group made four 

Operation Christmas Child boxes.   

 

Thanks to all the youth and parents who have 

been working in the coffee shop! 

THE ALTAR GUILD:  Looking for a way to serve and find out more about the "behind-the-scenes" things 

that help make worship at St. Stephens special? Consider joining the Altar Guild and share fellowship, 

friendship, and a simple way to help make your church better.  It’s a Martha Thing. 

The next Altar Guild meeting will be on January 14, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the lower level of the church. 

Everyone is welcome! 
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Mark your Calendars. . . . January 23rd at 8:00 am. 

 

The men of St. Stephen’s and their guests will gather in the church basement 

on January 23rd at 8:00 am.  You will find a sign-up sheet on the Men’s 

Ministry Bulletin Board. Our November breakfast was at The Ranch and 

hosted by Sheldon Foss. We had 25 in attendance and four guests. Our 

service project was to move one of our members to a new apartment.   

Thanks to all who helped load and unload. The move was made smoothly. 

 

     

Cont'd. from page 1 “What do We have in Common with Beagles?” 

Hey, this is true of us too. We, like my beagles; are happy to stay inside. It is only natural, especially 

considering that the brokedness of the past year. In January Pastor Dave left causing much saddness.  

Pastor Jim became our interim pastor and things were looking up. He is indeed a bright spot. Then at the 

end of August the major conflict at church happened. It seems that all concentration of time & energy was 

spent on “putting out fires.” Ultimately, the majority of the congregation stuck together. Since then we 

are picking up the pieces, mending the broken hearts and rebuilding relationships. 

We know that God didn’t call us to St. Stephen’s, with its feeling of safety and security, to sit in the pews, 

no matter how comfortable they are. Just like the beagles, we belong outside. In the above Matthew text 

we get a sense of Jesus’ ministry. His is our ministry. The text starts with two powerful words: “Jesus 

went.” It doesn’t say, “Jesus waited for people to come to him and when they did he served them.”  NO!  

Jesus went to them. He found them where they were. Jesus took the first of many steps outside the door. 

We are called to follow Jesus’ example. It is time for us to put the past behind us. It is time to stand tall, 

hug each other and open the doors. It is time for us to take many steps outside. In 2010 our focus on 

ministry will center around our God-given Spiritual Gifts. These gifts help us build up the body of Christ 

and share our love of Jesus with others.  We tell our friends & family.  We reach out into the community. 

We support the efforts of the ELCA worldwide through our benevolence. As a congregation we develop and 

implement plans to become more “seeker aware.”  We offer opportunities to know and serve Jesus. We 

open our hearts and welcome new members into the life of the church.   

“Thank-you” is too humble a word to express my gratitude to each and every one of you for the privilege 

of serving as Congregation President on 2009. What a JOY to be part of a church family who is caring and 

loving. In this coming year with God’s help we will be all that God would have us be. 

With JOY to you -- Jan Johnson 

     
Lutheran Family Services Presents 

Amy Grant in Concert 

 

 

Amy Grant in Concert 

February 26th -8pm 

Paramount Theatre 

Tickets on sale now  

 

http://www.tickethorse.com/event/amy-
grant/235 

 

St Stephen Seniors’ next lunch is 

January 19th at 12:30 pm 

Please bring a hot dish, salad or 

dessert to share. The program will be 

presented by Donna Brown, a mime 

trained by Marcel Marceau. 

If you are 55+, please join in the fun, 

fellowship and great food. 
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Thank You for the Socks & Gloves 

At Christmas we had the opportunity to give 
socks & gloves to the Beacon Place shelter. 

3636 West Colfax Avenue (near Colfax & Federal)  
Denver, Colorado 80204 303.629.1667  

85 Beds: Single, Double, & Triple-Occupancy Rooms 

 
Beacon Place  opened in 1999, and provides room and board for its formerly homeless residents, 

primarily single adults living with mental illness. The property includes a computer room, TV area and 

communal kitchen.  Three meals a day, housekeeping and laundry services are provided for residents. 

Beacon Place reserves 30 beds for disabled veterans. Five beds are set aside for homeless individuals in 

need of respite care after a hospital stay. Beacon Place provides 24/7 security and on-site case 

management and support services. 

Beacon Place is operated by the Colorado Coalition  ( www.coloradocoalition.org ) 

About Lutheran Family Services of Colorado 

Lutheran Family Services has three regional offices along the Front Range. Their beliefs is that all people, 

from the newborn infant to the most elderly person, deserve to be valued in our community. Therefore, 

Lutheran Family Services is committed to offering love and support to the people it serves, regardless of 

race, religion, gender, or age, to help equip them to live full and whole lives. Inspired by the 

compassionate love of Christ, Lutheran Family Services walks with the vulnerable through services that 
heal, strengthen, and provide hope. 

LFS also provides services in the areas of domestic and international adoption, geriatric care management 

and caregiver support, disaster response, legal immigration services, refugee resettlement, crisis 

pregnancy counseling, parenting education and support, and teen pregnancy prevention. LFS serves a 

total of more than 16,000 people each year.  Lutheran Family Services has been extending a hand to 

vulnerable children and families in Colorado since 1948.  Each year at Christmas we partner with them 

through their Angel-Tree.  Thank you for your help. 

Email: info@lfsco.org | Phone: 303-922-3433 | 800-579-9496 

 

Operation Christmas Child is reaching out to millions of needy children 

by distributing simple shoe box gifts along with the good news of God’s 

greatest gift to the world – Jesus Christ. As the world’s largest Christmas 

project, Operation Christmas Child collected nearly 8 million shoe boxes 

last year, but that number barely touches the millions of children still 

waiting to hear the simple, yet life-changing message of God’s love.               

Operation Christmas Child is a ministry of Samaritan's Purse (http://www.samaritan.org ).  It is a 

nondenominational evangelical Christian organization providing spiritual and physical aid to hurting people 

around the world. Since 1970, Samaritan's Purse has helped meet needs of people who are victims of war, 

poverty, natural disasters, disease, and famine with the purpose of sharing God's love through His Son, 

Jesus Christ. 

Thank You to all those who packed a shoe box. 

http://www.coloradocoalition.org/
mailto:info@lfsco.org
http://www.samaritan.org/


The Rambler, January 2010                                                                                                                        Page 4 

 

From the Stewardship Ministry Team  

This has been a crazy year. The wonderful news is that St. Stephen’s survived. In December we started 

the process of completing Spiritual Gift Inventories.  In 2010 our focus will be to “live as the church” 

rather than just “going to church.”  The Congregation Council and other groups will introduce new 

ministries, programs and projects.  Some of these are already in the planning stages. You will learn more 

about Spiritual Gifts and how God has equipped each of us for ministry. 

Your Spiritual Gifts as well as your financial support is needed so that St. Stephen’s can be all that God 

would have us be.    

We thank you for your love, prayers, and support. We hope and pray that as this year begins you will 

experience God in a personal way as He pours out his mercy and blessings in your life in 2010. We thank 

you from the bottom of our hearts. 

YOUR 2010 OFFERING ENVELOPES ARE AVAIABLE.   

PLEASE PICK THEM UP AT CHURCH.  THANKS. 

     

     

Grocery Card Program 

At the end of November Fred Hoppe is pleased to report that we have 

earned $1250 toward the purchase of protective doors and cabinets for 

the toddler’s room. The doors will cover the “cave” where tables and 
chairs are being stored in the basement lower level.  

The project will be completed when we have a total of $1500.  We are 

very close. Thank you for your support. Grocery certificates to King 

Soopers and Albertson are available for purchase between services.  

P.S.  Fred is looking of help with the bookkeeping of the Grocery Card program.  If you can help keep 

track of certificates bought, please call the church office. 
 

 

     

 

St. Stephen’s Choir on CD  The choir recently recorded a CD of 10  songs as a 

tribute to Pastor Sieckman. The selections include favorites from years past at St. 

Stephen’s and we hope you enjoy the music for yourself or as a gift. The CD's are 

available for $5 from Russ Skillings. 
 

 

     

Worship Sign-Up Sheets 

Sign up sheets for acolytes and lay readers are now available for January through March. They are located 

on the bulletin board in the narthex. 

Plan now to provide altar flowers.  It's simple - sign up and put $20 in your offering envelope designated 

as "Altar Flowers" a week or so before the date. The Altar Guild ensures that the flowers are delivered.  

When you sign-up you may also designate the reason (a birthday, anniversary, in memory of a loved one, 

etc.). The flower sign-up calendar is for all of 2010.  

Thank you for providing the service to the Lord.   

Your help is greatly appreciated! 
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Youth Coffee Shop News 

 

One of the ministries of the Youth Group of St. Stephen’s is to 

operate the Coffee Shop after the worship services on Sunday 

mornings.  The goodies (cookies, pastries and rolls are donated by 

the Atlanta Bread Company). 

 

We are expanding the scope of the Coffee Shop to include other  

groups and families to help run the coffee shop on Sunday mornings.  

 

The funds generated will be donated to the St. Stephen’s group or to 

the Ministry Fund (the choice is yours when you volunteer & help). 

 
 

Please sign up on the calendar in the kitchen if you are willing to serve.  

We really need YOU to keep the coffee shop running! THANK YOU! 

Also, a BIG thanks to the Domben family for donating a taping machine  

to seal the bread bags and for donating coffee for the coffee shop! 

 
 

 

Thank you making the Christmas Brunch a Delight 

 

A very special thanks to all those who helped with the 

December 12th brunch. When you see Adrian Miller give her a 

big hug for finding our delightful speaker, Janice Shannon. 

Adrian was our host for the brunch and she did much of the 

untold behind-the-scenes-work. Thanks also to Ariana and Chris 

Gibbard for entertaining us with beautiful Christmas music. A 

HUGE THANK YOU to those who provided food, and to the many 

helping hands: Cyndi Skillings, Joell Swanson, Roberta Boitano, 

Sandi Crosier, Lois Ferguson, Dorothy Fox, Pat Bliss, Theresa 

Lubben, Diane Bland, and Char Monahan. St. Stephen’s is 

blessed by you. Thank you! Thank you! 

 

Grab some Goodies & a Cup of Coffee and Join the Conversation! 

Adult Sunday Morning Class 9:30 am in the Lower Level 

"Making Sense of Scripture: Big Questions about the Book of Faith”  is the basis of 

our study. This is a book written by David Lose of Luther Seminary. During class 

we explores themes, complete exercises, and delve into practical resources that 

invite all Christians to read the Bible with both heart and mind. This class helps us 

make sense of our lives with God.  We see how through the Bible God invites us 

into a relationship with him. We will have an honest and open discussion about 

seven questions a curious Christian would want to ask. You will find questions you 

always wanted to ask someone, but didn't dare...and questions you would have 

wanted to ask, but didn't know how.   

 

Whether you serious about -or simply curious about - the Bible, join us. No need to sign up or to attend 

every session - just show up in the lower level at 9:30 am.  Pastor Jim & Jan Johnson are team-teaching 

this course. 

Also available is the new Lutheran Study Bible which uses symbols, articles, maps and charts to 

enrich your Bible study. It contains introductions to the books of the Bible, insights on reading and 

understanding the Bible, an article on Martin Luther and the Bible, and even Luther’s Small Catechism. 
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LL2 Book Club 

The LL2 Book Club will meet January 5th at Perkins Restaurant at 120th and Huron at 

11:30 am. We will discuss A Mighty Long Way by Carlotta Lanier. A true story about 

integration in Little Rock, Arkansas in September 1957. For February we have selected 

The Eleventh Man by Ivan Doig. Everyone is welcome to join us for fellowship and 

discussion. 
 

MOPS 
 

Calling all moms: We are excited to re-launch our Mothers of Preschoolers group at St. Stephen’s! Our 

first meeting will be on Saturday, January 16th at 9:30 am. Thereafter, meetings will be held on the 2nd 

Saturday of each month at 9:30 am. We’re seeking moms in all stages of motherhood. If your children are 

no longer preschoolers, please consider joining us as a Mentor Mom -  we could really use your 

companionship, experience and advice. We are seeking leaders in several categories: finance, fund-

raising, hospitality and public relations to name a few. Being a MOPS leader is a wonderful opportunity to 

touch the lives of other moms. We are also seeking MOPPETS (childcare) volunteers who are willing to 

engage, involve and interact with the children and administer the MOPPETS curriculum. As the group 

grows, this has the potential to become a paid position(s). We welcome moms from anywhere -  being a 

member of the St. Stephen’s community is not a requirement . Please join us for fellowship, fun and (yay) 

food -  and invite any other moms you know! Contact Vicki Padilla to volunteer or for more information: 

303-452-7877 or padilla_vicki@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If you would prefer not to receive this newsletter via email, please contact the church office at 303-452-5469. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

Call Committee Corner 
 

What an exciting new year it promises to be! The Call Committee is full of hope, joy and faith that God 

will lead us to the right Pastor for our congregation. We are tying up the loose ends of our Mission Site 

Profile for submission to the ELCA’s website. Our posting for a pastor will be online and out in the world 

shortly. If you know of any potential candidates, please submit his/her name, in confidence, to any Call 

Committee member: Al Campbell, Dave Burke, Vicki Padilla, Pat Peterson, Jim Poland or Ed Sears.  Or 

send an email to: sslucall@yahoo.com. 
 

 

Beth Moore Bible Study 
 

Join us Tuesday evening, January 26th, for the beginning of an in-depth study of the 

life of Jesus based on the book of Luke. Beth Moore's Jesus the One and Only will take 

us on a life-changing journey through the hills of Galilee with the Teacher, across the 

lake with the Master, and finally, on the road toward the cross with the Savior. Get to 

know Jesus as though you had walked with Him during His days on earth. This 11 

week in-depth study will take us from the stable to the empty tomb, using Beth's 

video footage on location in Jerusalem and throughout the Holy Land. Our lessons 

surrounding the cross and resurrection are timed to coincide with Easter. ALL 

interested women, whether or not they are a part of the St. Stephen's family, are 

welcome to attend. Don't miss this one! 

6:00 pm - Potluck Dinner 

7:00 pm - Video and Study 
 

 

 

 

Thank You from Barbara Sieckman 
 

Thank you to Pastor Jim, Pastor Scott, and to our church families at St. Stephen's and Lutheran Church of 

Hope for making Pastor Bob Sieckman's Memorial Service of Resurrection so special. We appreciate so 

many members of both churches who gave of their time and support, and for coordinating the many 

tasks and details that were necessary. We are grateful for your prayers, loving support, and many caring 

messages during our time of sorrow. We have been blessed by all of you.  
Barbara, Kent, Gail, Robbie, & Jordan Sieckman and Joe, Kristen, TJ & Kendall Lovato 


