
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the 
law,  

5
 in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption 

as children.  
6
 And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 

hearts, crying, "Abba! 
 
Father!ò  

7
 So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then 

also an heir, through God.  ï Galatians 4:4-7 (NRSV) 
 

 

 

Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
 
Happy New Year! It is, indeed, a happy new year at St. Stephenôs. It is a new year full of 
promise and hope: the fresh outlook of promise for the future, and the promise of 
opportunities and possibilities.  
 
Nothing highlights new beginnings like this text from Galatians. In this text we are reminded 
that we are adopted children of the living God. As such, we are heirs of Godôs promise. 
When this was penned it was a new way to look at God and the world. Prior to the birth, 
death and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth only the Hebrews were Godôs chosen people. 
But that changedéall who believe in Jesus Christ are Godôs óchosenô people, Godôs adopted 
children. This is the ñGood Newsò we are called to proclaim. It is my prayer that in this New 
Year our faith community will take every opportunity to share the Good News with everyone 
who seeks to know more about Jesus Christ.  
 
With the New Year come new opportunities for outreach and mission. As a congregation we 
have already taken smalls steps in this direction ï collecting shoebox presents for Operation 
Christmas Child, the Angel Tree, and most recently offering Equal Exchange products. To all 
who participated I offer my thanks! There are many more ways in which we can show the 
love of Jesus in tangible ways to our community and the world. In the coming months you will 
be given opportunities to live out your calling as a disciple of Jesus Christ to help those in 
need. I hope that you will prayerfully consider participating to the extent that you are able.  
 
It is an exciting time to be a part of St. Stephenôs Lutheran Church; where Jesus is Lord, 
everybody is somebody, and faith is living in Godôs grace!  
 

 

In His Grip, 
 

Pastor Tracy 
 
 

  

 

St. Stephen's Rambler 
January 2012 



 

From Council President,  

Karen Shifty: 
 
It has been my privilege and pleasure to serve as your Council President for the last 16 
months. I've learned a lot about the "behind-the-scenes" part of St. Stephen's, and a lot 
about the congregation as a whole and as individuals. It's now time I step down, and at 
the January 8th council meeting I'll turn the reins over to the new President. As a result 
of  December's Council elections we will welcome Curt Williams, Amy Burke, Aaron 
Kirchner, Lois Ekern, Julie Walker, Russ Skillings and Briana Pierce to the Council. They 
will join Ron Fox, Marje Hoppe, Bob Johannes, Pat Peterson and Vicki Padilla to form 
the 2012 Council. Sherry Wightman, Sharon Thomas and Yvonne Lehman will be our 
alternates. 
 
While each of the Council members chooses their 
ministry, we need to think about joining one of their 
teams. Whether it's Property, Evangelism, Social 
Ministry, Fellowship, Finance or Worship and 
Music, etc.,  there is a team you can help with. The 
Council members will be asking for team 
members. Don't be shy - step up an serve your 
congregation and Church. Help St. Stephen's 
continue to grow in God's grace.   

 

With Joy and Peace,  

Karen Shifty 

 
Sunday, January 29th - Between Services 

 

 

 

2012-2013 Newly-Elected Members: 
 

Amy Burke, Lois Ekern, Aaron Kirchner, Briana Pierce,  
Russ Skillings, Julie Walker and Curt Williams. 

 

They will be joining returning members Ron Fox, Marje Hoppe,  
Bob Johannes, Vicki Padilla, and Pat Peterson. Congratulations! 
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The 2012 Altar Flower sign-up is posted in the narthex.  

Please sign up to provide altars flowers  
in celebration of a special occasion,  

or in memory or honor of a loved one. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Coffee Shop 
 
Volunteers are needed to work the Coffee Shop, as well as pick up the bread and pastries on 
Saturday nights. If we have no one to pick up the food items we will lose our source. Training is 
provided. Please contact Yvonne Lehman (720-560-6474). If you have picked up in the past but 
are no longer able to, please give Yvonne your key to pass along to someone who can. Thanks to 
all Coffee Shop volunteers - past and present! 
 
 
 
 

L3 Book Club 
 
L3 stands for Literature, Love, and Laughter. All are welcome! We meet on the 
first Tuesday of each month at 11:30 am at the Perkins Restaurant at Huron 
Street and 120th Avenue.  

 
January 3:  Nothing Daunted - Dorothy Wickenden 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Tuesday, January 17th at 12:30pm. 
Bring a hot dish, salad or dessert to share and your own table service. Coffee will be 

provided. All seniors are invited to attend. 
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Grocery Cards 
 

Support St. Stephen's through the purchase of grocery gift cards!  
You receive full value for the cards and our church gains 5% of the proceeds.  

The key fob for Albertsonôs nets the church 1%.  
Buy the cards and/or pick up a key fob after each Sunday service in the narthex.  

$50 Sunflower Market cards are also available. 

 



 

Women's Ministry ...  

 

 
 

Women's Winter Retreat 
 

Women's Winter Retreat. March 2nd-3rd at the YMCA of the Rockies in Estes Park. Come 
and enjoy a restful interlude between Christmas and Easter. Spend time relaxing, learning 
and shopping. We will spend the night in the new Long's Peak Lodge and enjoy dinner, 
breakfast and lunch at the superior dining hall. We will have our own meeting room where 
Beth Hewes will lead us in a Bible study on some of Jesus' female ancestors. We will spend 
some time on Friday night with our Bingo icebreaker - Chris and Colleen need to behave this 
year!  (Or at least try.) Those who want to go up early and /or stay late can enjoy the 
shopping in Estes Park. The cost is $40 (due when you arrive). If you need help with the cost 
Women's Ministry has funds to help with all or part of the fee. Just contact Karen Shifty at 
303-423-9770. The sign-up sheet and details are posted on the Women's Ministry bulletin 
board in the narthex. 

 

 

Helping Those in Need 
 

The women of St. Stephen's are continuing to collect personal hygiene items for those who 
are homeless or seeking employment. The items needed are: 
 

Adult tooth brushes (greatest product need), toothpaste, dental floss,  
bar soap, shampoo and conditioner, combs, deodorant, body wash,  

shaving cream, razors, lotion, and samples. 

 

 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 
St. Stephen's Prayer Shawl Ministry would like to ask for 
yarn donations to help keep the shawls coming. One 
shawl takes two to three 6 or 8 ounce skeins, or one to two 
1 pound skeins. Please call Tami Talbot at 303-452-4036 
with any questions. 

 
 
Military Prayer Shawls: Tami Talbot makes prayer shawls for those stationed alone or 
deployed overseas. Please provide the following information: rank, name and address. 
Prayer shawls are also available for injured military members, or for family members who 
have lost a loved one in the military. Please call Tami at 303-452-4036. 
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There will be a new class beginning in January for people who are interested in Stephen 
Ministry Training.  Stephen Ministers meet and pray with individuals one on one who are 
going through challenging times.  All meetings are strictly confidential.  If you are 
interested in the training, please contact Cyndi Skillings, Stephen Leader, 303-450-0967. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth Group News 
 
Itôs January!  This is not a month to laze at home to escape the cold weather.  This is the 
month to try new things and start new adventures.  And the youth are doing just that.   
There will be some new things for the youth to participate in the coming year, so be on 
the lookout.  As for events already scheduled, here is the list: 
 
 

January 8th: 
Bring a friend Sunday 

 

January 29th: 
Youth Sunday 

 

January 8th - February 5th: 
Baby Super Bowl 

 

February 11th: 
Annual Valentineôs Day Spaghetti Dinner & Silent Auction 

 

March 26th - 30th: 
Spring Break Adventure 

 
 
Beth Hewes 
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Thank you for donating greeting cards for the New Beginnings 

Church, part of the Women's Prison Ministry in Denver. The cards 

were greatly appreciated. This project was initiated by the Boulder 

Cluster conference of the Women of the ELCA. Thank you also to 

Tami Talbot and her son Thomas for delivering the cards to Pastor 

Emily Cardin, the church's pastor. 
 

 
 

Care Management Solutions (CMS) is a program of Lutheran Family Services of 

Colorado and serves individuals over the age of 55 and their families.  CMSô services are 
specifically designed to support older adults and their families as they wrestle with aging 
related issues.   This month, Care Management Solutions is lifting up the value of counseling 
services for seniors and their families.  Many people believe that feeling ñblueò or ñnervousò is 
a regular part of aging.  It is not.  CMS has trained and licensed clinical social workers to 
help you sort out feelings and help you feel better.  We accept Medicare and many other 
insurance plans and have a sliding scale fee rate to make the service affordable to all.  Call 
303-922-3433 to talk with our counselors.   
 
 

From LFS President and CEO, James Barclay: 
 
Dear Friends of LFS, 
 
I am delighted to thank you on behalf of Lutheran Family Services of Colorado for your 
contributions to our Angel Tree Program. Your generous contribution of gifts and gift cards 
helped to provide over eighteen hundred gifts for over 650 refugee family members, foster 
care children and teens, senior clients and their care givers and pregnancy clients. 
 
I wish to offer a special thank you to Roberta Boitano who coordinated this program for St. 
Stephen's and delivered the gifts to our office. Without the dedication of volunteers who are 
willing to assist with this project, LFS could never hope to provide our clients with such 
wonderful gifts. 
 
I greatly appreciate your support of our efforts to serve those in need with these gifts. It is 
your generosity and partnership that allows LFS to live its mission of providing healing, 
strength and hope to many vulnerable people of our community. Again, thank you very much 
for your donation to Lutheran Family Services of Colorado. 
 
 

P.S. Thank you for responding to the needs of the neighbor with great compassion,  
joy and generosity, through this ministry we share! 

 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
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Stephen Ministry Support 
 
Stephen Ministers will be available at the altar after each service for 
those who are in need of private prayer. The content of the prayers 
will be kept confidential. 

 
 

 
 

If you have a prayer request that you would like to submit, contact Lois Ferguson, 
Member Care Council Liaison: 303-920-1040 or lois.annf@comcast.net. 

 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Happy Anniversary!  
 

January 24: Carol and Earl Domben 

 

 

 
                         
 
 

Happy Birthday!  
 

January 5: Elaine Dunbar January 21: Joell Swanson 

January 10: Raymond Casias-Martinez January 23: Bertie Lentz 

January 16: Michael Allen January 30: Beth Hewes 

January 17: Dan Lubben January 31: Casey Rash 

 

 

 

February òRambleró deadline: January 15th 
 

If you prefer to have the Rambler mailed to your home address,  
please contact the church office. 
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St. Stephen's Lutheran Church 
10828 North Huron Street 

Northglenn, CO 80234 
303-452-5469 

EMAIL: saintstephens@hotmail.com 
www.sslu.org 

 

Please contact St. Stephen's when: 
 

¶ a member of your family is in the hospital 

¶ a family member passes away 

¶ a new baby arrives in your family 

¶ you would like for Pastor to call or visit 

¶ your address, phone or email changes 

¶ a member leaves for college/military or establishes a new residence 

¶ your group plans to have a meeting 

¶ you have a joy or concern to share, or feel the church can assist you in any way 

 

 

 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

 

Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm 

 
Pastor - Tracy Hinkel                                           303-452-5469 / pastor@sslu.org 
                                                 

Congregation President - Karen Shifty                              303-469-0663 / gwi46@cs.com                      
     

Office Manager  - Sara Burchard                        303-452-5469/ office@sslu.org 
 

Choir Director / Bell Choir Director -  Russ Skillings           303-450-0967 / rskills@aol.com 
  

Contemporary Worship Coordinator -  Adrian Miller                303-255-1396 / amillers@comcast.net                            
 

Organists/Accompanists 

 Janet Miller                    303-431-9837 / jan7752@comcast.net 

 Chris Gibbard                       303-255-2262 / fcgibbard@msn.com 
 Charles Knutson           303-860-9025 / charlesaknutson@msn.com 

 

Youth Director 

 Beth Hewes                    303-653-3536 / youth@sslu.org  
 

MINISTRY LEADERS: 
 

Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) - Vicki Padilla             303-452-7877 / padilla_vicki@yahoo.com   
                     

Stephen Ministry Leader - Cyndi Skillings                    303-450-0967 / ciskills@aol.com 
   

�:�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\  

 Cyndi Skillings, Coordinator                                303-450-0967 / ciskills@aol.com 
 Joell Swanson, Coordinator                                                       303-452-3541 
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